

ENACTED 4/12/11


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the General Counsel:

ORDINANCE 2011-153-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE RECOVERY OF HOTEL FEES INITIATED BY ORDINANCE 2006-828-E; APPROVING A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT IN THE CASE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, FLORIDA, ET AL. V. PRICELINE.COM, INC., CASE NO. 09-10004-CIV-MONROE/SIMONTON U.S. DISTRICT COURT, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA; AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A PLAINTIFFS PARTIAL WITHDRAWAL OF CLAIMS PURSUANT TO THE MASTER SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT PROVIDING NET SETTLEMENT PROCEEDS TO THE CITY OF $376,023.03 AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN FURTHERANCE OF THE SETTLEMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, there is now pending in the United States District Court, Southern District of Florida, a case styled The County Of Monroe, Florida, et al. v. Priceline.Com, Inc., Case No. 09-10004-Civ-Monroe/Simonton U.S. District Court, Southern District Of Florida; in which Monroe County sued Priceline.com, Inc. for failing to remit funds to the county and a similarly situated class of counties; and
  
 WHEREAS, the Council in Ordinance 2006-828-E, in accordance with Section 108.505, Ordinance Code, approved the retention of special counsel, specifically, Brennan, Manna & Diamond P.L. and R. Bryant McCulley P.L. to represent the City’s interests; and 

WHEREAS, approval of the Council for said settlement is required by Part 3, Chapter 112, Ordinance Code to proceed forward and complete the proposed agreed settlement; and 


WHEREAS, the Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City of Jacksonville to so proceed and complete settlement; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville as follows:

Section 1.

Approval of Plaintiff’s Notice of Partial Withdrawal of Claims pursuant to the Master Settlement Agreement.  Monroe County sued Priceline.com, Inc. et. al to recover funds, due and owing to Monroe County. The City of Jacksonville joined the suit to recover tourist development related funds we believed were due and owing to Duval County.  A Master Settlement Agreement, settling the case of The County Of Monroe, Florida, et al. v. Priceline.Com, Inc., Case No. 09-10004-Civ-Monroe/Simonton U.S. District Court, Southern District of Florida, was approved by the named litigants.  Pursuant to the Master Settlement Agreement, the City of Jacksonville will receive settlement in the amount of $376,023.03 in exchange for the City of Jacksonville filing an executed Notice of Plaintiff’s Notice of Partial Withdrawal of Claims.  A copy of the Master Settlement Agreement and the Notice of Partial Withdrawal of Claims is on file in the Legislative Services Division, and is incorporated by this reference.  The Mayor and the General Counsel, or designees, and the Corporation Secretary, are authorized to execute such documents as may be necessary to effect the settlement and receive the funds payable to the City by this agreement.  All funds received as a result of the described settlement shall be in equal parts into the following accounts: JXSF132OP–36979 - Miscellaneous Settlements, JXSF4A1–36979 - Miscellaneous Settlements, and JXSF4E1–36979 - Miscellaneous Settlements.

Section 2.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by: Cindy Laquidara
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